
Welcome to our midyear 
edition of Yorkville Mu-
sic Notes.  We are very 
proud of our music pro-
grams, and are happy to 
have this opportunity to 
share our excitement 
with you.  The Music 
Boosters has had a busy 
fall.  We hosted our 5th 
Annual Red Paw Chili 
Supper, and a good time 
was had by all.  Special 
Thanks to Laura Sandor 
and the Chili Supper 
committee for countless 
hours of work that made 
this event a success.  
We also funded a barbe-
que for the orchestra 
students, a tailgate 
cookout for the March-

ing Foxes at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and most 
recently approved fund-
ing to allow the YMS 
band to receive and per-
form the world premier 
of a piece of music writ-
ten specifically for them.  
Our volunteers have 
staffed events such as 
the Middle School IMEA 
district auditions, helped 
out at concerts, and 
served a lot of Chili.  
Thank you to all of you 
for your time and sup-
port.  Many thanks, also, 
to all of you who be-
came patrons of the or-
ganization, purchased 
fruit in our recent Tim-
ber Creek Farms fund-
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raiser, or purchased raffle 
tickets concert after con-
cert. 
There is more to come in 
2013.  We will need a 
large number of volun-
teers for the Fine Arts Fes-
tival in March.   In case 
you missed our enormous-
ly popular Culver’s day in 
November, there will be 
another one coming in 
February.   Also, our Vien-
na Beef Fundraiser will 
make a reappearance 
next spring  just in time for 
summer cookouts.   
As always, the Music 
Boosters needs your help.  
If you have not already, 
consider becoming a pa-
tron by making a tax de-

 

19th Annual Madrigal Dinner - “Miracle Off Route 34” 
 

The Madrigals will be putting on the 19th annual Madrigal Dinner 
on December 14th – 16th at the YHS Cafetorium. This year’s script, 
written by Mr. Wayne, is a return of the spoof of the classic Holiday 
movie, “Miracle On 34th Street.” Princess Susan (Meggie Kessel-
ring) is a young girl, who no longer believes in Santa Claus. Her par-
ents, Lord William and Lady Genevieve (John Pletka and Emily Han-
son), are desperate to convince her that he is real. They order the 
Jester (Terry Pletka), who had a mysterious encounter with Santa 
Claus in his past, to convince Princess Susan that Santa truly ex-
ists. A lovelorn Wench (Rachel Eaton) and a disgraced Knight from 
Sandwich (Ryan Barkauskas) attempt to help the Jester complete 
his quest. 
 

The criers for the dinner include: Matt Schumacher & Declan Weaver (Friday), Caitlin Irvin & Nick Miesuk 
(Saturday) and Carleigh Heriaud & Liz Welter (Sunday). 
 

Tickets are available at www.showtix4u.com until December 11th. 

ductible contribution to 
the organization.  If you 
can spare one Monday 
evening a month, come 
to a meeting.  If you 
have an idea for an 
event, contact us.  If you 
can volunteer at any of 
our events, let us know.   
If you purchase gift 
cards, use our Scrip Pro-
gram.  If you want to be 
more involved with the 
organization, consider 
running for a board posi-
tion next spring.  If you 
have ANY questions 
about the Music Boost-
ers please visit our web-
s i t e  a t 
www.yorkvillemusic.org 
and click on Music 
Boosters. 
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T’was The Night Before Prism 

 

'Twas the night before Prism, when all through the school, 
Not a student was stirring, as is usually the rule; 

The decorations were hung in the auditorium with care, 
In hopes that St. Victor soon would be there; 

The instruments were nestled all snug in their cases, 
And hanging choir robes filled the available spaces; 

And I, with my helpers, was setting up seating, 
For another productive Music Boosters meeting, 

When out on Prairie Crossing there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from the room to see what was the matter. 

When, what should appear to break the silence, 
But a little red car with a “Hot Jazz” license; 

A tuxedo-clad driver with a conductor’s stick, 
I knew in a moment it must be St. Vic. 

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, 
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name; 
"Now, Gyssler! Now, Wayne! Now, Lipinski, and Vriezen! 

On, Griffith! On, Hof!  Beyer, Davis and Melvin! 
To the top of the booth! to the top of the stage! 

“This show will be the best they’ve seen in an age!" 
As I cleared my head, and was turning around, 
Down the aisle St. Victor came with a bound. 
He was dressed in a tux, with a black bow tie, 
And he had that particular gleam in his eye; 

A satchel of scores was slung over his shoulder, 
And under his arm was a loaded black folder. 

The stump of his baton he held tight in his teeth, 
And beads of sweat encircled his head like a wreath; 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, 
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread; 

They spoke not a word, but went straight to their jobs, 
Set the lights, set the stage, and adjusted sound knobs. 

And laying aside all the cares of the day, 
He gave a smile and a nod; They were ready to play. 

He sprang to his podium, to his students gave the word, 
And they started to play like you never have heard, 
Then I heard him exclaim, ere he turned to bow low, 

"Happy Prism to all, and to all a good show." 

Private Lessons: The Key To Success 
More and more Yorkville students are taking private lessons every year.  We hope that you have taken a 
private lesson by now.  If you haven’t, this is the time to start!  The school year is a great time to get into a 
new practice routine and start lessons.  At Yorkville, we expect a lot out of the music students because we 
know what is possible when you really want to BE GOOD!  It’s no secret that the best musicians in our 
schools are the ones that take 30 minutes to an hour out of their week and study privately with a profession-
al.  For example, 80% of our YHS Wind Ensemble studies privately and all ten of our YHS music students 
who auditioned into IMEA District IX Festival study privately.  
  

Find a private teacher on the private instructor lists on our music web sites. 
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Pop and Pretzels 
On Thursday, April 25th the 
Orchestra Department will 
host our third annual Pop and 
Pretzels concert at the 
Yorkville High School Cafeto-
rium. This concert will feature 
performances by the 6th 
Grade Alternative Strings, 
YMS Alternative Strings and 
the High School Chamber 
Strings, along with a guest 
performance by the YHS Cel-
lo Choir. During the concert 
we will be serving pop and 
pretzels, and will have candy 
available for purchase. We 
will also raffle off music ac-

cessories, concert tickets, sheet music, and more! Presale tick-
ets will be available for $3 each starting April 2nd. If you would 
like to volunteer to help for this event please contact your child’s 
Orchestra Director. We hope to see you there! 

The Cello Choir was founded in 2012 for Yorkville High School cellists to Cellobrate CELLO!!! This 
group of 13 cellists meets weekly during access and performs anything from classical to rock music. 
Of all the string instruments, the rich, singing sound of the cello make it sound the most like a human 
voice. YHS Cello Choir made its debut performance on the Fall High School Orchestra concert per-
forming an arrangement of “This Is Halloween” from The Nightmare Before Christmas. Upcoming per-
formances include, Prism, Fine Arts Festival, and Pop & Pretzels  

YHS Cellobrations! 



Please join us to celebrate 
the talents of our Fine Arts 
students at Yorkville’s second 
annual Fine Arts Festival 
open house on Saturday, 
March 16th from 9AM-4PM at 
Yorkville Middle School. This 
free event features the talents 
of Yorkville CUSD #115 stu-
dents in music and art. Art-
work will be on display 
throughout the school, and 

musical groups will be per-
forming continuously through-
out the day.  

Additional parking will be lo-
cated in the Yorkville Interme-
diate School and Circle Cen-
ter Grade School parking lots. 
A shuttle bus will run every 15 
minutes. For more infor-
mation on the Fine Arts Festi-

val please contact your 
child’s music teacher. 

Mark your calendars:   

Saturday, March 16, 2013 

 at YMS 

District 115 Fine Arts Festival 

Fine Arts Festival 2013 
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Red Paw Chili Supper 2012 

After months of preparation and anticipation, The Yorkville Music Boosters kicked off the 5th Annual Red 
Paw Chili Supper on October 19, 2012 at Yorkville High School.  Our music families and their guests en-
joyed an evening packed with chili, hot dogs, desserts, a basket raffle, as well as performances by our 
very own high school students.  Dozens of different chilis were donated by people with dreams of win-
ning the coveted Red Paw Chili Award. Congratulations to the Chuinard family, the repeat winners of the 
chili cook off!  During dinner, entertainment was provided by The Chamber Strings, Madrigal Brass, a 
clarinet quintet and the evening closed with an indoor performance by our own Marching Foxes.  This 
event has become one of the highlights of the year offered to our music families.  Special thanks goes to 
all those who donated food and time to make this popular event another huge success.   

This Fall, the Yorkville School District purchased a third octave of Schulmerich handbells to supliment 
the original two octaves purchased by the music boosters last year. Members of this year’s Bell Choir 
include: Aliyah Cunningham, Rob Delgado, Kelly Fahle, Audrey Fitzgerald, Payton Gammicchia, Josh 
Harrison, Katie Haske, Jackie Hirn, Meggie Kesselring, Nick Lambert, Thomas Milschewski, Rebecca 
Pape, Rachel Plasch, Rikiyah Pryor, Matt Quanstrom, Tommy Robbins, Jake Smith, Daniella Tamayo, 
Edric Yu and Joyce Yu. 
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The madrigal singers en-
joyed a weekend retreat 
the weekend of October 
26th – 28th at Camp Tim-
ber-lee in East Troy, Wis-
consin. They were able to 
participate in team build-
ing activities, navigate a 
high ropes course, prac-

tice their music for the mad-
rigal dinner, and perform for 
other groups on the 
grounds. The Madrigal Re-
treat continues to be a re-
warding experience that 
helps the students develop 
their bond as a group and 
their abilities as musicians. 

Madrigal Singers’ Retreat 

YMS STUDENTS SELECTED FOR IMEA 
Eight students from Yorkville Middle School were selected for this year’s IMEA District IX Junior 
Festival.  The students were selected from an audition pool of over 1,000 students.  On Saturday, 
November 3rd, the students selected participated in a morning and afternoon full of rehearsals with 
esteemed guest conductors.  At 3:00pm that same day a concert was performed with the District IX 
Band, Choir, and Orchestra.  The students had a great time participating in the day’s activities and 
all three ensembles performed magnificently.  The Yorkville Middle School Students who were se-
lected are:  
Katie Gessler, Flute; Anna Halsey, Violin; Alicia Rosier, Soprano; Jesse Dewane, Tenor; Jacob Quanstrom, 
Tenor;  Megan Hott, Bassoon; Reanna Panlilio, Clarinet; Faith Twardzik, Flute 
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On Tuesday, February 12th 
2013 the Yorkville Middle 
School will be hosting the 6th 
grade Solo Night. All 6th 
grade band and orchestra 
students will choose a solo to 
prepare and perform for a 
judge the night of the event. 
The judge’s role is simply to 
provide feedback on each 
student’s performance and 
offer individualized advice for 
improvement and praise for 

specific achievements. This is 
a great opportunity for students 
to develop strong independent 
playing skills and work on mu-
sic of their choice. Family 
members are welcome and en-
couraged to listen to student 
performances. The event will 
begin at 4pm Tuesday evening 
and end around 9pm with each 
performance lasting 10 
minutes each. Students will be 
given a specific performance 

time based on their availabil-
ity. Students are also wel-
come to perform in small 
groups in addition to their so-
lo performance but must have 
director approval first. The 
directors will do the best we 
can to accommodate student 
schedules and help students 
select appropriate and fun 
music for the solo night. We 
are looking forward to this 
event and hearing all of our 
wonderful soloists perform!  

6th Grade Solo Night 2/12/13 

Yorkville Middle School Band Commissions Work: 
In 2013 the Yorkville Middle School 8th Grade Band will work alongside 
young composer Tim Corpus to commission a brand new work for concert 
band.  The piece is slated to introduce and expose students to a contempo-
rary style of composition.  Students will begin rehearsal on the piece upon 
returning to school in January, including a video question and answer ses-
sion and a live on-site master class with Mr. Corpus.  All of these prepara-
tions will culminate in the premier performance at the Fine Arts Festival on 
March 16t.h, 2013.  
 

Alongside the premier of the commission work, the Yorkville High School 
Wind Ensemble will also premier Mr. Corpus’s newest work for band titled From Many, One.  Mr. 
Corpus will be in attendance on March 16th at the Fine Arts Festival for both premiers.  For more in-
formation about Mr. Corpus and his music, visit his website at:  http://timcorpus.com/ 

Orchestra BBQ 2012 
 

On Sunday, September 9, 2012 the Orchestra De-
partment hosted our annual BBQ at Silver Springs 
State Park. Orchestra students in grades 6 
through 12 were invited from across the district to 
attend this event and we had another huge turn-
out! Special thanks to Mrs. Krantz and Mrs. Haarz 
for organizing this event and to the Music Boosters 
for helping sponsor the event.  

 

If you are interested in helping out with this event 
in the future please contact your child’s orchestra 
teacher.  
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 March 1 and 2, 2013 will see YMS present Disney’s 
Aladdin, Jr. Auditions will be held December 10-12.  
Auditions are open to all YMS students.  Participation 
in drama club, choir or drama class is not required.  
Audition information and materials are available on the 
bulletin board outside the YMS Auditorium, or by con-
tacting the director, Mrs. Tamara Eaton 
(teaton@y115.org).  This production will be under the 
musical direction of Mrs. Christy Motley and the pair 
will be assisted by Mrs. Katie Surjan.  Ticket sales will 
begin in February on www.showtix4u.com.  Don’t miss 
this magical event! 

District #115 Music Faculty Recital 

YHS Presents “The Music Man” 
The Yorkville High School musical, traditionally put on in 
May, will be moving to April in 2013. This year’s production, 
under the direction of Ken Wayne, will be Meredith Wilson’s 
The Music Man. In addition to selecting the high school cast, 
Mr. Wayne is looking for two Yorkville students, ages 8-12 to 
play Winthrop and Amaryllis, key younger characters in the 
show. Details about these auditions can be obtained from 
the elementary school music teachers. Auditions for both 
age groups will be held in early January. The Music Man, 
one of history’s all-time great musicals, is sure to be a great 
hit in our community. 

YMS Spring Musical 
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Congratulations to all district #115 music 
faculty who performed in the faculty recital.  
The recital which took place on November 
19th at the YMS Auditorium, was filled with 
fun, professionalism, and beautiful music.  
A special thank you to our accompanist, 
Mrs. Mary Ann Free. 
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Congratulations to the Marching Foxes on another successful season!   

Equipment Manager, 
Mark Friel, and Front 
Ensemble Members 
take pride in our 
equipment whi le 
washing and waxing 
our Marching Foxes 
Trailer. 

This year’s Marching Foxes performed at the Naperville Central High School Classic at Benedictine 
University, Oswego Marching Panther Review, University of Illinois Marching Illini Festival and 
Sandwich Renegade Marching Festival as well as all home football games. 
 

This marks the second year as the Marching Foxes being a volunteer ensemble.  The Marching 
Foxes rehearse every day after school, as well as one week in August for band camp.  Students in-
volved in the ensemble spend much of the fall together and serve as ambassadors not only for 
Yorkville High School, but for the entire district and city.  Members of the Marching Foxes spend 
many hours rehearsing, traveling  across the state and become a close-knit family. 
 

Much of the ensemble’s success would not have been possible without great student leadership, 
parent involvement and dedication by all members of the ensemble.  Due to this, the Marching Fox-
es had their most successful season as a volunteer marching band.  This year, the Marching Foxes 
performed the Music of Billy Joel and were under the field leadership of drum majors Natalie Hamp, 
Katie Haske and Nick Lambert. 



On November, 16th, the Yorkville Brass and Madrigals performed at Yorkville’s Annual Celebration, “Holiday 
Under the Stars”.  The Brass played outside at the lighting of the tree by Mayor Golinski and Santa Claus.  
Then both the Brass and Madrigals had performances at the Rivers Edge Theater. 

HOLIDAY UNDER THE STARS 

IMEA District IX Senior Music Festival 

District #115 New Music Faculty 

The District IX Illinois Music Educator’s Association (IMEA) held its annual Senior High Music Festival on Sat-
urday, November 17, 2012 at Hampshire High School, Hampshire, Illinois.   Every year in October more than 
1,000 students converge on  Addison Trail High School to audition for the IMEA Dixtrict IX Music Festival.  
This year the Yorkville High Music Department sent ten students to the event.  To be selected, these students 
successfully passed a rigourous and highly selective audition process.  Earning the opportunity to perform in 
this festival’s band, orchestra, or choir is certainly a high honor.  Participating students played very challeng-
ing music with other excellent musicians and were conducted by professional conductor/educators.  This 
year’s conductors were Mr. William Jastrow, Director of Bands Neuqua Valley High School – retired; Mr. Bob 
Boyd, Choral Director, Educator Wheaton College, Northwestern University; Mr. Allen Tinkham, Music Direc-
tor, Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The students selected for the 2012 IMEA District IX Music Festival are (L-R) Katie Caldwell, soprano; Natalie Hamp, 
clarinet; Chris Miller, tuba; Rachel Plasch, trumpet; Nick Lambert, horn; Alexa Bridwell, oboe; Kolten Heeren, bass; Bec-
ca Pape, oboe; Kayla Schoeny, cello; Joyce Yu, alto 
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Mr. Bobby Vriezen graduated 
summa cum laude from North-
ern Illinois University in May 
2012 with a Bachelor of Music 
in Music Education.  Through-
out his time at NIU, Mr. Vriezen 
was active in numerous per-
forming ensembles, including 

the Jazz Ensemble, Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Wind Ensemble and Huskie Marching Band.  
While in the Huskie Marching Band, Mr. 
Vriezen served as a drum major for three 

years.  He was a member of the 
National Society for College Schol-
ars, Pi Kappa Lambda – National 
Music Honor Society and served 
as president of Kappa Kappa Psi – 
National Honorary Band Fraternity.  
Mr. Vriezen professional member-
ships include the Illinois Music 
Educators Association and Nation-
al Association for Music Educa-
tion.   

In his free time, Mr. Vriezen enjoys 
spending time with family and 
friends, exercising and playing in 
various ensembles around the ar-
ea.  He is an avid sports fan and 
enjoys going to Wisconsin to visit 
family.  Mr. Vriezen is very excited 
and grateful for this opportunity to 
work with the outstanding students 
in Yorkville alongside many great 
colleagues. .   
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semble, saxophone quartets, saxo-
phone ensembles, jazz bands, jazz 
combos, tuba quartets and more.  
She was the Vice President of the 
National Association for Music Edu-
cation and Lambda Sigma Psi Mu-
sic Honor Society. For the past six 
years, Miss Fischer has been 
teaching private music les-

sons.  Since 2010, she has been 
able to travel to Jamaica three times 
to teach band, choir and general 
music to Jamaican students.  She 
has performed as a soloist and in 
many saxophone quartets, jazz 
bands, jazz combos, concert bands, 
orchestras, musicals, and steel drum 
bands throughout the Chicago land 
area.  

Julie Fischer graduat-
ed summa cum laude 
from Elmhurst College 
where she received her 
Bachelors in Music Edu-
cation and a certificate 
in Saxophone Perfor-

mance. At Elmhurst College, Miss Fischer 
was an active participant in the Wind En-

More District #115 New Music Faculty 
wife, Emily, on violin.  Presently pur-
suing a Master of Music degree with 
an emphasis in music history at NIU, 
Mr. Beyer has devoted large 
amounts of time to learning the viola 
da gamba, lute, Renaissance guitar, 
and erhu.  In addition to early music, 
his musical passion is classic rock 
and folk music; he writes music and 
performs on electric bass with an 
original rock band.  Mr. Beyer resides 
in Elgin and enjoys spending time 
with his wife and their two cats; his 
hobbies include gardening, playing 
basketball and hockey, and watching 
the Bears.  Mr. Beyer is thrilled to 
join the wonderful fine arts team in 
Yorkville. 

Hills and general music and choir in 
Wheaton before accepting a posi-
tion as band director at Prairie 
Knolls Middle School in Burlington 
CCUSD #301.  In his five years at 
PKMS, Mr. Beyer launched an or-
chestra program, jazz band, and 
guitar club, and fostered tremen-
dous growth for 5th through 8th 
grade instrumental music. 
Currently, Mr. Beyer is an active 
performer on string bass with the 
Fox Valley Orchestra, Kishwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra, Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago Orchestra, and oth-
er freelance classical and jazz en-
gagements.  He also performs on 
cello in a string quartet with his 

Mr. Jeremy Beyer re-
ceived his Bachelor of 
Music Education de-
gree magna cum laude 
from Northern Illinois 
University in December 
2006.  During his time 

at NIU, Mr. Beyer explored numerous 
performance opportunities, including the 
NIU Philharmonic, Wind Ensemble, Early 
Music Ensemble, New Music Ensemble, 
Jazz Combo, Chinese Music Ensemble, 
and University Chorus.  He completed his 
student teaching with exemplary cooper-
ating teachers at successful programs in 
Vernon Hills and Geneva.  After graduat-
ing, Mr. Beyer held long-term substitute 
teaching positions for orchestra in Vernon 

On, Monday, October 22nd, Mr. John Heath came to work with 
the YHS Wind Ensemble.  Mr. Heath is the recently retired 
Director of Bands from Batavia High School.   Mr. Heath also 
described himself to the YHS Wind Ensemble as being their 
Band Grandfather because 20 years ago, Mr. Anderson was 
in his band at Batavia High School. Mr. Heath offered his ex-
pertise on the Fall Concert repertoire, much of which he has 
conducted himself in recent years. 

GUEST	CONDUCTORS	

On October 23, 2012, the YHS Symphonic Band had a great fortune to 
work with guest clinician, Mr. Henry Kappler.  While currently completing 
his Master’s Degree in Music Education at Northern Illinois University, 
Mr. Kappler is a graduate assistant with the Huskie Marching Band and 
the Wind Symphony.   Prior to his work at NIU, Mr. Kappler spent time 
teaching in public schools and is anticipating pursuing a doctoral degree 
in conducting.  Thanks to this clinic, students in the Symphonic Band 
had a deeper knowledge and more in-depth understanding of particular 
pieces, which made their performance at the Fall Concert very success-
ful. 



	

Please help us with your tax deductible donations so we can continue our great tradition of music education in our schools.  All donations will 
receive recognition in all of our printed concert programs and in “Music Notes.” 

 
Please accept my donation of $_________ in support of the Yorkville Music Boosters for the music education of the children in the district. 

(Please make checks payable to Yorkville Music Boosters.) 

Name: _______________________________________(Please print name(s) as you wish to be listed in our programs) 

 

Please mail to:  Yorkville Music Boosters       
 c/o   Marcia Pansera      Thank you very much for your continued support. 
7340 Gilda Court, Yorkville, IL  60560      Visit us at www.yorkvillemusic.org and click on Music Boosters. 

Upper Balcony Balcony   Mezzanine  Main Floor Virtuoso  Maestro  Corporate 

$25-49  $50—74       $75-99   $100—249 $250—499 $500—999 $1000 and up 
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MUSIC BOOSTER PATRON LIST 
2012-2013 

 
CORPORATE 

Castle Bank       Metrolift, Inc. 
Green Co. Towing 

MAESTRO 

Joseph Gruber & Dennis Kostal, D.D.S.   Wyeth Law Office 
VIRTUOSO 

 Robert & Katie Robbins 
MAIN FLOOR 

Dennis & Linda Anderson     Brenart Eye Clinic, LLC   
The Clough Family      Rev. & Ann Duey                          
Robert & Ann Elwood - In Memory of Edwin Milanski          Bruce & Chris Hamp 
Dax Jantz Family      Mark & Patricia McKibbon 
Mark & Yvonne McLaughlin     Milliron Insurance Services 
Randy & Lee Ann Olsen     The Pansera Family    
Celie & Steve Riederer         Georgine Schick 
Mr. & Mrs. Vern Spevak     Rick and Kelly Zielie   
   

MEZZANINE 

Critter Care Vet Clinic 
BALCONY 

Ace Hardware – Yorkville     The Kasprzyk Family 
 

UPPER BALCONY 

The Haddon Family   


